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John J. Ludwig Film Collection 


Dates: 1941- 2021 

Creator: Ludwig, John J. (1910 - 1972) 

Extent: ## linear ft 

Level of description: 

Language: English 

Processor & date: Audra Adomenas, August 2021 

Administration Information 

Restrictions: none 

Copyright: Lemont Public Library 

Citation: Lemont Public Library, John J. Ludwig Film Collection. Box #, Folder #. 


Provenance: In July 2021, Jack Ludwig (John J. Ludwig’s son) called the Lemont Public Library and 
indicated that he was interested in making a donation of his father’s films. Audra met with Jack at his 
home in Lemont. Jack donated his father’s film collection and several photographs to the Lemont Public 
Library in August 2021. 


Separations: none 


Biographical Sketch 


John J. Ludwig was born in Lemont, Illinois at his family’s home at 314 Illinois Street on March 12, 
1910. He had two children, John R. (1940 - 2010) and James B. (1944 - ) with his wife Phyllis Ilene 
(Greening) (1918 - 1999). John J. Ludwig’s father, John Bernard Ludwig, was a country doctor by 
profession. He was one of two doctors who served the Lemont area and its surrounding areas. John 
Ludwig was a member of AF&AM Lockport no. 538, The RAM No. 280, The AAONMS Medina Joliet 
Shrine Club, The Trinity No. 80 LaGrange Knights Templar. He passed away in Lemont, Illinois at the 
age of 72 years on September 5, 1972. 


Scope and Content 


The John J. Ludwig Film Collection consists of ## linear feet spanning the years 1941 - 2021. 


The collection consists of 16 mm film and photographs. 

The main subjects included are: Lemont, Illinois, Pony League, 1950’s Americana, 1940’s 
Americana, Small town America, Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the 

collection is organized as a container list. 

Series Info 

Series 1: Film, 1941- 1954 

This series consists of nine 16mm films. 

Series 2: Photographs, 1908 - circa 1950 

This series consists of original and photocopied photographs that were originally taken between 
1908 - ca. 1950's. 

Series 3: Family Genealogy, 2021 

This series consists of the Ludwig family pedigree chart, lists of descendants and obituaries. 
Subjects: 

Lemont, Illinois 

Pony League 

ca. 1940 America 

ca. 1950 America 

Small town America 

Works Progress Administration (WPA) 

Container List 


Series 1: Film, 1941- 1954 


Reel 1: WPA 1942 - Working on sidewalks in front of 314 Illinois Street, downtown Lemont, Illinois. 
Also, Jack Ludwig’s 1st birthday party, at 314 Illinois Street, September 1941 (which was filmed in 
1942). 


Reel 2: Christmas 1946 - Jack Ludwig is 6 years old. Also, The Lemont Flood of 1947, view of 314 
Illinois Street. 


Reel 3: Flood in downtown Lemont in late 1940’s. Also, film footage from 1949, where Jack Ludwig is 9 
years old and James Ludwig is 5 years old. 


Reel 4: May 1952, view of 314 Illinois Street, and the Lemont Pants Factory 

Reel 5: Lemont Parade, 1948. 

Reel 6: Footage shot in the Recreation Bowl. The Pony League playing baseball, 1954. 

Reel 7: Keepataw Days, 1951. Seen are the Lemont Bowling Lanes in the winter of 1951 - 1952 
Reel 8: Legion Park in downtown Lemont, 1943. A ceremony honoring veterans. 

Reel 9: According to an anecdote told to Audra by James Ludwig, there was no sweet corn 
available during the winter time in Lemont. John J. Ludwig blanched it and froze it on the cob. 
The last view in this film is of sweet corn being served in the winter time, in Lemont, at 314 


Illinois Street in the home of John J. Ludwig. 


Series 2: Photographs, ca. 1920 - 2021 


Folder 1: 


Bennett College, Chicago, IL, Eclectic Medicine and Surgery, Course of Lectures, 
Dr. J.B. Ludwig, 1891 


Bennett College, Chicago, IL, Eclectic Medicine and Surgery, Course of Lectures, 
Dr. J.B. Ludwig, 1892 
Bennett College, Chicago, IL, Eclectic Medicine and Surgery, Full Course of Special 


Instruction in the Pathology, Aetiology and Treatment of the Diseases of the Kidneys and 
Bladder, Dr. J.B. Ludwig, 1892 


State Board of Health, State of Illinois, Degree of M.D from the Bennett College 
Of Eclectic Medicine and Surgery, Chicago, June, 1893. 
Illinois State Eclectic Medical Society membership, Dr. J.B. Ludwig, 22 May, 1902. 


The Ludwig Creamery on the northeast corner of 143rd and Bell road, ca. 1908 


John J. Ludwig of Lemont, photographed at a Chicago photography studio, 
circa 1912-1913, age 2-3 
John J. Ludwig of Lemont, circa 1915, age 5 
John J. Ludwig, Lemont Public School, very far right of photo, circa 1917, age 6-7 
John J. Ludwig, Lemont Public School, front row, seated cross-legged, 
2nd from far right, circa 1918, age 7-8 
Josephine, John, and Dr. J.B. Ludwig in Lemont, circa 1920-1922 next to Model T Ford. 
John J. Ludwig, Lemont Public School, 2nd row standing, very far right, 
circa 1921, age 6-7 
John J. Ludwig, Lemont Public School, front row, seated cross-legged, 
white shirt, 3rd from far right, circa 1923, age 6-7 
John J. Ludwig, High School Graduation, Joliet Township High School, age 16, 
1926. 


(photocopy). 2021. Ludwig’s Creamery was supplied by the many dairy herds surrounding it in 
Homer Township. Pictured are several teams of horses and wagons that are delivering milk to the 
creamery, and Mr. Ludwig, one of the brothers of John Bernard Ludwig, Harriet Fry (Myrick), 
Hattie Austin, Grandma Austin, and Agnes Brown Fry). 


John B. Ludwig (photocopy) 2021. 
John J. Ludwig, circa late 1950’s. (photocopy) 2021. 
John J. Ludwig and his wife Phyllis, circa late 1950’s. 


Lemont School, grade 7. April 12, 1957. 


Series 3: Family Genealogy, 2010 - 2021 


Folder 1: Interview of James Ludwig and his wife, Patricia Mochel in their home in Lemont, 
by Audra Adomenas, July 2021. 


Pedigree Chart, Family Search, Accessed September 14, 2010. 


John Bernard Ludwig Descendants, 2021. 
John J. Ludwig obituary, Joliet Herald News, 1972, Family Search, Accessed September 
27, 2016. 
Email from Emily Zabrocki to Patricia (Pat) Ludwig, wife of James Ludwig. Dated 
December 13, 2016. 

Series 4: Miscellaneous 
John J. Ludwig’s Lemont Lions cap, circa 1950’s. Pins on cap indicate perfect 

attendance for various years 


John J. Ludwig, Village of Lemont Trustee button, circa late 1940’s or early 1950’s 


